
NM Public School Preschool 
Teaching Friendship Skills 

Adults can promote social emotional development in children through the following classroom practices: 

Many challenging behaviors occur in preschool classrooms because of young children’s limited experience in school settings. Many  times young 
children need support in learning friendship skills, such as interacting with other children, initiating and organizing play, requesting materials, and 
working together (Hemmeter, Fox & Snyder, 2014). Adults can provide direct instruction of friendship skills, including helping each other, taking 
turns, waiting, listening, and suggesting play ideas. 

(EI 6.1 Conversational Ability; 18.1 Self Control; 20.1 Cooperative Play; 25.3 Role-Play) 

Strategies to support friendship skills include: 

• Assigning peer buddies to support individual children
• Structuring a play routine for children while ensuring each child has a role
• Promoting active engagement in social play with taking turns and exchanging materials
• Modeling of friendship skills

Adults can plan opportunities to practice friendship skills through: 

• Role play
• Game with partners
• Ball games
• Paired reading

Adults can: 

• Suggest that children play together
• Bring groups of children together and suggest play activities
• Comment on how to play together
• Support children’s extended interactions by scaffolding relevant questions and comments
• Model for individual children how to initiate play, “If you want to play, can tap your friend on the shoulder.”
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